
 

 

 

Friday, May 15, 2020 

Senate Finance Committee Members, 

On behalf of the Lignite Energy Council, I am writing today in opposition to SF 1456 also known as “Clean 

Energy First.” We are currently living through a worldwide COVID-19 pandemic which has caused massive 

economic destruction, millions have lost their jobs and the future to recovery is unknown.  

With this unprecedented situation, the legislative process has almost stalled to the point where public 

hearings, that include interaction from citizens and key stakeholders, are unable to participate under the 

customs and traditions that have occurred for over 163 years since Minnesota’s statehood began. This bill 

has not received any public debate or committee discussion since March 2, 2020 and the world has 

changed significantly since that time. 

There are some provisions in the bill that are good proposals to consider: including carbon capture as a 

clean energy resource, limiting the ability for regulators to reach across state boundaries and focusing on 

only in-state generation. However, it must be taken into consideration that the economy has been 

devastated due to the COVID-19 pandemic and that has impacted the overall consideration of this bill. 

The main question for legislators to consider should be, “Why is this legislation necessary to promote 

clean energy over traditional energy resources?” The fact is that there are already many renewable 

mandates in state law that Minnesota utilities have all met and exceeded. There are no electric utilities 

that are planning on ever building a new coal plant inside Minnesota’s borders. Furthermore, the 

construction of a new coal plan is already prohibited in statute:  

 Greenhouse Gas Statute: 216H.03 Subd. 3 Long-term increased emissions from power plants 

prohibited. Unless preempted by federal law, until a comprehensive and enforceable state law or 

rule pertaining to greenhouse gases that directly limits and substantially reduces, over time, 

statewide power sector carbon dioxide emissions is enacted and in effect, and except as allowed 

in subdivisions 4 to 7, on and after August 1, 2009, no person shall construct within the state a 

new large energy facility that would contribute to statewide power sector carbon dioxide 

emissions. 

Also, the bill’s proponents state that the main reason for this bill is to prioritize renewable energy over 

traditional forms of energy which include coal and natural gas. Minnesota statute already provides favor 

to renewables with the 2007 Next Generation Energy Act and in the Public Utility Commission regulatory 

process. The existing certificate of need statute gives a strong preference to renewables, which is the 

stated goal of Clean Energy First:  

 

 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216H.03


 

 

 

 Certificate of Need Statute: 216.243 Subd. 3a. Use of renewable resource. The commission may 

not issue a certificate of need under this section for a large energy facility that generates electric 

power by means of a nonrenewable energy source, or that transmits electric power generated by 

means of a nonrenewable energy source, unless the applicant for the certificate has 

demonstrated to the commission's satisfaction that it has explored the possibility of generating 

power by means of renewable energy sources and has demonstrated that the alternative 

selected is less expensive (including environmental costs) than power generated by a renewable 

energy source. For purposes of this subdivision, "renewable energy source" includes hydro, wind, 

solar, and geothermal energy and the use of trees or other vegetation as fuel. 

 
While I acknowledge and respect the time and effort many legislators and non-government entities have 
put into developing this bill, we live in unprecedented times. The legislative process has been negatively 
impacted, the time to work out details of this bill in a conference committee is far too short on the last 
weekend of the legislative session and our ability for an economic rebound in the state, region and 
country is unknown. Now is not the time to pass this legislation.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Jonathan R. Fortner MBA, MPA 
Vice President of Government Relations and External Affairs 
Lignite Energy Council 
 
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216B.243

